
Pacific Islands Environment Directors Meeting, San Francisco, June 19-21, 2018 AGENDA (v6.2) 

EPA Region IX Office, 75 Hawthorne Street, San Francisco, CA 94105, 11th Floor Maui & Kauai Rooms 

Overall outcomes: commit to collaboration; build stronger connections and relationships among and between Pacific Islands and EPA R9; and 

identify action items through FY 2019 

MON  TUE WED THUR FRI 

 
 
 
ARRIVAL 
IN SF  
 
OR 
 
SIDE 
MTGS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
8:30-
10:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Break 
 
10:30-
12:00 
 
 

Theme: US EPA-Pacific Island Collaboration  
 
8:00 – Arrival at 75 Hawthorne, security 
 
8:30 -- Welcome -- R9 Regional 
Administrator Mike Stoker + R9 Senior 
Management 
 
8:50 -- Self-introductions 
 
9:00 -- Pacific Island Directors’ highlights (3-5 
min each) 
 
10:00 – Break 
 
10:30 – Marian McGuire, ASEPA: Cyclone 
Gita recovery; implementation of KASB Act 
(litter law); joint fed-territorial enf action 
 
11:00 -- Norwood Scott, EPA R9, and 
Moriana Philip, RMI EPA: Kwajalein Atoll 
Environmental Oversight 
 
11:30 – Demonstration of GEPA’s Water Air 
Land Territorial Electronic Record System 
(“WALTERS”) 
 
11:50 – Introduce R9 GIS team & Grants 
Management Office 

 

Theme: Innovative approaches 
 
8:30 -- Jim Fagelson, VP, Newport CH 
International: working with current 
Asian recycling markets 
 
9:15 -- Dania Rodriguez, Executive 
Director, ASTSWMO: Building 
Professional Capacity for Sustainable 
Materials Management 
 
9:45 -- Introduce R9 Zero Waste team 
 
10:00 – Break 
 
10:30 -- Solar Energy & Battery 
Storage as Diesel Replacement in 
Islands:  Tristan Glenwright, Tesla; 
Arnold Leitner, CEO, YouSolar  
 
11:45 -- Introduce R9 Air Technology 
& Partnerships team 
 
 

Theme: Building Pacific Island 
capacity 
 
8:30 – Leadership panel: Alexis 
Strauss, R9 ORA; Tomas Torres, 
Director, R9 Water Division; Ashley 
Boren, Executive Director, 
Sustainable Conservation, in 
conversation on leadership 
 
9:45 – Introduce R9 Water Division 
teams working with Pacific Islands 
 
10:00 – Break 
 
10:30 – Coaching and mentorship 
discussion, with Erin Godtland, US 
GAO, and Lynn Myhall, followed by 
discussion on how to build 
leadership capacity in Pacific Island 
environmental agencies 

 
 
 
SIDE 
MTGS 
 
OR 
 
DEPART 
SF 

 12:00-
1:30 

Lunch (off-site) Lunch (off-site) Lunch (off site)  



MON  TUE WED THU FRI 

 
HOLD 
for SIDE 
MTGS 

 
 
 
1:30-
3:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Break 
 
3:30-
5:00 

Theme: Pacific Island Solutions 
 
1:30 –  CNMI BECQ: P2 & smart growth 
 
2:00 – Roxanne Blesam, Palau EQPB and Tina 
Fillmed, Yap EPA: FAS lab certification: 10 
years of success 
 
2:20 – Roxanne Blesam, Palau EQPB:  trash 
flowing to glassblowing  
 
2:45 -- Introduce R9 Superfund teams 
working with Pacific Islands 
 
3:00 – Break 
 
3:30 -- Guam and CNMI Radon testing: 
recent actions and results 
 
4:00 -- Moriana Philip, RMI EPA: SPREP’s  
Moana Taka agreement for solid waste 
 
4:15 – Introduce R9 Risk Assessors 
 

Theme: Innovative Approaches 
 
1:30 –   David Biderman, CEO SWANA: 
creation of Pacific Basin Chapter for 
SWANA 
 
2:15 – Waste to energy: updates from 
Pacific jurisdictions 
 
2:30 -- Introduce R9 Indoor Air/Radon 
team 
 
 
 
 
2:30 -- Break 
 
3:00 - Field trip – W Hotel 
Meet in EPA lobby for walk to W 
 “The W Hotel was named San Francisco's 
eco-friendliest hotel, and for good reason: 
The hotel uses renewable energy 
certificates and carbon offsets for 63% of 
its energy consumption.”  
 

 

Theme: Pacific Island collaboration 
 
1:30 –   Discussion: how to be less 
reliant on federal grants 
 
2:15 -- Training collaboration 
among Pacific Islands 
 
2:45 – Discussion: follow-up from 
prior sessions 
 
 
3:00 –   Break 
 
3:30 --   Discussion, planning for 
2019 PIEC in Guam 
 
4:00 -- Re-cap action items 
 
4:30 -- Close  

 
SIDE 
MTGS  
 
OR  
 
DEPART 
SF 
 
 

 Evening Networking Happy hour – Location TBD HH – Location TBD HH + Baseball game (7:15 Giants vs 
SD Padres; block of 25 seats) 

 

 

 

 
Please coordinate with R9 Pacific Islands Office to set up side meetings, especially for Monday 6/18. 

 

 


